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THE 


P R E. F ACE 


Doubt not, but it will at firſt 
Sight appear ſtrange, and even 
extravagant, to the Candid 

GRE Reader, that a Diſcourſe up- 
on the Family of the Hams ſhould be 
uſher'd in by a Preface upon the Fami- 


ly of the BrICHERSͤH; and I might well 


expect to be told, with regard to theſe 
two Names, as an ingenious Author told 
Mr. Dryden, upon his confounding the 
Names of Allen and Duncomb, that they 
don't ſo much as rhyme. But I hope 
the Wonder will in great meaſure ceaſe, 
when TI have obſerved, that there is a 
diſtant Relation claimed between the 
two Houſes, by an Inter- marriage, which 
is {aid to have happened in or about the 
| A 2 Thirteenth 


— 


Thirteenth Century; and that thereby 
the whole Race of rhe BzLcazks do at 
this Day derive their Pedigree from a 
Female Anceſtor of the Name of WIN D- 
HAM. And it 1s further alledg'd, that 
their chief Seat was at Blechley, near 
Stowy Stratford; the Name of which 
Plate, as they contend, is, by a Tranſpo- 
* fition of Letters; corrupted from the 
antient Name of Belchley. 5 
Ide latter Part of this Tradition is 
humbly ſubmitted, as in all Reaſon it 
ought to be, to the Determination of a 
moſt Learned Antiquary in that Neigh- 
bourhood ; but as for the other Part, I 
muſt ask the worthy Gentleman's Par- 
don, if I chink myſelf able to manage 
it without his Aſſiſtance. Whether ſuch 
an Alliance really happen'd, as is ſug- 
geſted, I am in no wiſe concern'd abſo- 
lutely to affirm or deny; but I have a 
ſtrong Suſpicion, that the Ground of the 
Report is no other than a miſtaken Ety- 
mology of the proper Name BELCHIR, 
from an Engliſh Monoſyllable, which, 
for the ſake of my good Reader, I will 
take all due Care not to mention, ex- 
dine 8 cept 


| „ 
cept when the Neceſſity of my Subject 
ſhall unavoidably compel me. . 
There is, in the Opinion of Men, a 
vaſt Difference between certain Actions, 
though all of them are equally natural, 
and upon the Matter equally beneficial ; 


but ow unequal is their Reception, 
when they are done in Publick ? If you 
* Hickup in Company, it is pardon'd; | 
if you congh, it is allow; if you 
fneeze, it is attended with the ſolemn 
Expreſſion, God bleſs you; but if you 
chance to diſcharge Wind either a 
the fine Gentleman will go near to 


lute you in a very different Form f 


Words, Such Variety of Behaviour up- 
on theſe Occafions, may poſſibly be, in 
ſome meaſure, owing to the Faſhion; 

though I cannot but confeſs, that there 
ſeems to be ſomething more peculiarly 
diſagreeable in Eructation than in any of 
the reſt, eſpecially if it be very N 
or violent, if it happen at divine Ser- 

vice, or at Dinner, or in a Stage Coach, 
where the Paſſengers are for a long Time 


pent 


* Urbanitatis eff ſalagare, — — oſcitanres, ſmgultientes, ſlrnutantes, 
52 entes : in ructu erepituve yentris ſalutare, hominis ef Plus ſatis 
urbani. Eraſm. 


(u) 
pent up within a very narrow Compaſs, 
and where one of them has the additio- 
nal Diſadvantage of directly facing the 
Party affected. But I mult needs fay, 
after all, that the chief Reaſon why 
both the upward and downward Diſplo- 
Fons of Air have always been leſs tole- 
rated amongſt well-bred Perſons than the 
other Accidents juſt now mention'd, 
ſeems to be this; That thoſe others uſu- 
ally ſeize the Patients ſo ſuddenly, and 
with ſuch Force, that it is not poſſible 
either to ſuppreſs or correct them; 
whereas theſe now under Conſideration, 
for the moſt part, give ſo much pre- 
vious Warning of what is coming, that 
a prudent: Manager may ſqueeze and 
{mother them till they ſhall be render'd 
abortive, or at leaſt till he be deliver'd 
of them without Noiſe or Obſervation. 
Upon the whole, I am not much ſur- 
prized, that ſeveral of the BELCH EIS 
have taken fuch Pains, as we ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee, to diſguiſe their Name; and I 
propoſe to myſelf no leſs an Honour than 
the Ackrowledgments of the whole Fa- 
ar mily, 
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mily, for publiſhing to the Word the 
following true Account of its Riſe. © 
I aſſert then, that the Name BI - 
CHER is originally French, being com- 
pounded of the two Words Belle and 
chere; and that it was impos d upon 
him who firſt bore it, for his eminent 
Hoſpitality, upon his Settlement here 
in England, which was particularly ta- 
ken notice of, even in a Nation that 
was then, Pr for many Ages after, far 
mous above all others for good Houſe. 
keeping. In order to prove this, it will 
be ſufficient to obſerve how the Words 
are uſed by Chaucer, both ſeparately, and 
in Compolition. Near the End of the 
Shipmai's Tale are the following Lines, 
as hpoken to the Merchant 40 his Wife. 


E wende withoutin doute, LL 5 
That he had yeve it me, bicauſe of vou, 
To don therewith mine honour and my pow, 
F02 coſinage, and eke fo2 belle chere, | 
That he bath had full 3 here. 


And i in the Aſembly of Ladies, the Poet, 
Sire us this Arent of the wende 


* I — 
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(viii) 


But tell me this, J pꝛay you hertil ), 
The Steward here ſay me, what is her 
"Name? 

She night Largeſſe J ſay vou ſurily, : 

- Afaire Lady, and of right noble fame, 
--Whan ye her ſe ye wil repozte the ſame. 
| And ndir her, to bid you welcome all, 

| * BELCHÞJER, Watlhal of the 


There can be no Queſtion but this 
learned Author well knew what he was 
about in the Paſſage laſt quoted; and as 
he was ſenſible that this Ade Of. | 
Hicer was of French Extraction, he has 
With great Propriety aſſign'd her a Poſt 
anſwerable to her Name; whereas, if 
he had thought her to be of Engliſbʒ De- 
ſcent, he would not have been — 5 of 
ſo much Indecency and ill Manners, as 
to give her: a Plane in ſo Polite an Ab 
ſembly. 
* — bann 43 the preceding Ages 

were notoriouſly ignorant; and it cannot 
be denied, that good Eating and Drink- 
ing do not always contribute to, nor arc 


3. ed with the higheſt Improvements 
n 1 


(«) 
in the Belles Lettres, it ſo fell out, that 
ſome of the BELCHERG themſelves took 
Offence at their own Name, being veri- 
ly perſwaded that it came from a Word 
of an ill Sound, and a' worſe Significa- 
tion, and growing jealous that their 
| Neighbours endeavourd to conceal a 
Smile, as often as they heard them called 

by it. 

It is pleaſant to elifiler what Arts 
they uſed, and with what Succeſs, in 
order to cover the ſuppoſed Ridicule 
of a ſerious, innocent, and reputable 
Name. One of them chang'd the firſt 
Vowel in it, and call'd himſelf Bar- 
CHER, But this was ſo far from mend- 
ing the Matter, that it render'd it ten 
Times more ridiculous than it was be- 
fore imagin d to be: For not to inſiſt 
that Balch, in Low Dutch, ſignifies a Pair 
of Bellows, the very Syllable, thus alter'd, 
requires a wider Aperture of the Mouth, 
in order to its Pronunciation, and tand 
by unavoidably raiſes in us a Conception 
of a larger and louder Eruption than or- 
dinary; ſuch as would rattle in a Gentle 
B man's 


(x) 
man's Dining-Room, and make a Couns 
try Church echo with its Blaſt. 

A ſecond, as we have already ſeen, 
and that as long ago as the Days of 
Chaucer, threw a ſupernumerary Vowel 
imo the latter Part of his Name, and 
wrote it Belchier. The very ſame Thing 
was done above two hundred Years af. 
ter this, by another of the Family : For 
in the Year 1618 there was publiſh'd at 
London, by Mr. Dabridgcourt Belchier, an 
Engliſh Tranſlation of Hans Beer-pot, his 
wifible Comedy of See me, and ſee me not, 
acted in the Low Countries, by an honeſt 
Company of Health-Drinkers. Now we 


dare informed that this Perſon was the 


eldeſt Son of William Belcher Eſq, of Gil 
lesborough in Northampronſbire, and had | 
his Education at Chriſt-Church in Oxford. 

Whatever Reaſon his Author might have 
for giving this Piece the Title of a vif- 
ble — the Tranſlator had a viſble 
Reaſon for writing his Name otherwiſe 
than his Father had done before him, to 
wit, that he might prevent the Reader 


from thinking of certain unſavoury Con- 


ſequences 
. Wood's Faſti Oxonienſes ad An, 1600. 


(x) 

ſequences ariſing from his too great Free- 
dom in drinking of Healths. Be this as 
it will, there is one terrible Objection 
againſt the Alteration; not but I can 
eaſily excuſe the Gentleman, for be- 
ing a little overſeen in that Point. As 
he had been buſily employ'd at Utrecht 
in tranſlating a Dutch Play, and, no 
doubt, had his Thoughts wholly intent 
upon the Subject, when he was engag d 
in the Publication of it, tis no Wonder 
if he forgot that (hier ſounds altogether 
as coarlly to a French, as Belch does to, 
an Engliſh Ear. I know very well that 
in France neither Sex is over- and- above 
nice in the Choice of Time and Place for 
doing what no Body can do for them: 
But he would be much miſtaken, who 
ſhould argue from hence that they are 
equally indifferent in the Uſe of thoſe 
Words and Phraſes, by which their Lan- 
guage expreſſes that neceſſary and impor- 
tant Buſineſs. 

Hitherto we have met but with lictle 
Succeſs, from the Attempts which have 
been made in order to bring this Name 


to a * Euphony. At length aroſe 
B 2 one 


({ 1) 

one who ſaw. farther into the Matter; 
was ſatisfied with the true Original of 
his Name, yet ſtill di{lik'd it, as border- 
ing too nearly upon the filthy Engliſh 
Word, though 1n reality it had not the 
leaſt Relation to it: He therefore reſol- 
ved to ſoften it, by venturing upon a 
ſmall grammatical Treſpaſs, and com- 
pounded it of the ſame Words in the 
Maſculine Gender: Beaucher made an 
agreeable Sound, and was well receiv'd. 
It was afterwards, by I know not what 
Fancy, turn'd into Boucher, which * 
continues, and is to be regarded as 
younger, though not the leaſt — Fog 
ble Branch of the Belchers. 


of 
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Genealogical ESSAY 
ON THE bigs 
FamiLy of the HA M S. 


xanax HOSE who are acquainted with 
the Writings of the Greek and Latin 
wil Hiſtorians, need not be inform'd 
what warm Pretenſions to Antiquity - 
were formerly made by divers Na- . 
tions; how much one diſdain'd to be thought a 
Colony of the other; how zealouſly the ſeveral 
learned Inhabitants endeavour'd to prove them- 
ſelves the Aborigines of their reſpective Coun- 
tries, and to what fabulous Traditions they had 
Recourſe to ſtrengthen their Claims, in order to 
outvie each other upon this ſupposꝰd Point of 
Honour. The ſame Subject of Contention, 
which then prevail'd between States and King- 
doms, has in latter Ages riſen to no leis an 
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ta » 


| Height between particular Families, and been 
ſometimes ſupported by no leſs ftrange and i im- 
probable Arguments. 


TrarT the Family of the Hams, + whom 
I am now writing,, is indeed very ancient, I am 
Jo far from denying, that on the contrary, I 
hope fully to proye it. But at the ſame Time 
1 ihould appear ridiculous to my Reader, if I 
either allow'd, or went about ſeriouſly to con- 
fute the wild and extravagant Suppoſition, that 
they are, as Alexander vainly imagin'd himſelf 
to be, deſcended from Jupiter Ham- mon. The 
Conceit that they are ſprung from Ham-iltcar, 
is far more tolerable than the other; but till 1 
ſee better Reaſons for the Truth of it than have 
been hitherto produc'd, I can no more admit 
the Hams to be of Carthaginian, than I would 
afſert the Bzrcutxs to be of Babylonifh Extrac- 
tion, and to derive their Name — ing Bel. 


ag zar. 


Bor to bring Matters within a more reaſo- 
nable Compaſs of Time, it is well known, that 
amongſt us the Antiquity of a Family is, for 
the moſt part, ſufficiently ſettled, if it can be 
evinced, that it came in with the Co ngueſt, In 
caſe therefore I ſhall make it out, e the Hams 
flouriſh'd in this Iſland, ſome Centuries before 
that memorable Aira, it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that I do the Family as much Juſtice in this Re- 
a as can be deſir d of me. 

1151 | 8 Ir 
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Ir is then to be noted, that when the Saxoxs 
and other German Nations invaded Brita, 
there aſſociated with them a choice Detachment 
of Weſtphalian Troops, as auxilliary Forces, un- 
der the Command of Cordic. Theſe Troops 
behaving themſelves with great Bravery and 
Succeſs, had their Allotment of Land aſſignꝰd 
them in the Eaſtern Part of the Kingdom of 
the Weſt-Saxons. They brought with them a 
ſmall Number of excellent Swine, for which 
their Country then was, and ſtill is eminently 
famous amongſt their Neighbours: Theſe Crea- 
tures meeting with an agreeable Climate and 
Soil, improv'd their Breed, like the Cor ej 
Sheep, which King Edward LV. ſent as a Pre- 
ſent to the King of Arragox, till in a ſhort Time 
the Ham or Gam of Bacon from theſe Parts 
came into ſo great Requeſt, that it diſputed 
Precedency both with the true original Meſipha- 
lia Ham, and with its ancient Riyal the Jambon 
de Mazence. 7 | 


oy, 


Tu Inhabitants quickly perceiv'd themſel ves 
to be over- ſtock' d with theſe prolifick Animals, 
the Produce exceedingly out- balancing the Con- 
ſumption, ſo that they found themſelves oblig d 
to export great Stores, and by a coaſting ſort of 
Trade, ſuitable to thoſe Ages, they ſupplied di- 
vers Parts of the Nation with excellent Provi- 
ſion. The chief Undertaker in this Merchan- 
diſe was ſoon known, both among his own 
Countrymen, and Strangers, by the Name of 


2 

Ham ; from him the Place where he freighted 
his Veſſels was call'd Hamton, ſo that when 
England was afterwards divided into Counties, 
” this Diſtrict eaſily obtain'd the Name of Ham- 

ire; in like manner as a far diſtant County, 
from its admirable ManufaQure of Cheeſe, was, 
about the ſame Time, denominated CHeſbire. 
Fon farther Proof of this, let us caſt our 
Eyes on the neighbouring County of Suſex. 
I am ſenſible, it has long paſs d current, with- 
out Contradiction, that this County takes its 
Name from the South Saxons; and it may look 
like a Paradox, if I ſhould venture to advance 
any Thing in Oppoſition to ſo receiv'd-a No- 
tion. Let it, however, be eonſider'd, that of 
all the ſeven Kingdoms, that of the South ' 
Saxons made the leaſt Figure, and was of the 
ſhorteſt Duration; that it was ſometimes tribu- 
tary to the Jeſt Saxons, and at length ſwal- 
low'd up by them, before Ecbert attempted to 
reduce the reſt of the Heprarchy under his Do- 
minion; and laſtly, that the royal Seat of the 
Weſt Saxons was at Wincheſter. The con- 
quer'd Country muſt of Neceſſity have much 
Converſation and Commerce with their power- 
ful Neighbours, upon whom they immediately 
border'd, and among whom the Court reſided, 
Jo that it is no Wonder if the Name of So w- 
SEX, or SOWSE-SEX, were impos'd upon 
them, and accepted by thetn, as a Badge of 
their quiet and entire Submiſſion. If I could, 
without making too large a Digreſſion from my 
EH | princi pal 


635 
principal Subject, lay before my Reader, and 
enforce to him all my Arguments upon this 
Head, I might poſſibly put the learned Antiquas 
ries to a Stand, and oblige them, at leaſt, to re- 
view: the Opinion they have ſo long enter- 
tained. t. L eff 3orr b&3: 0 


Bor preſuming that the Curioũs in this ſort 
of Learning may receive ample Satisfaction from 
what has been already ſaid upon the Point, I 
return to; the Merchant before mention d, who, 
as we are inform'd, was bleſſed with a numerous 
Iſſue, moſt of whom were alſo Fathers of large 
Families, ſo: that within a few; Generations the 
Name was ſpread to an almoſt incredible De- 
gree. Hence there naturally aroſe two Conſe- 
quences: Firſt, that the junior Branches found 
it expedient, for Diſtinction ſake, to make dif- 
ferent Additions to their Name, inſomuch that 
at this Day the ſimple Name, though ſtill in 
Being, is in a Manner ſwallow'd up by its Com- 
pounds. | 21 | 1 5 


Tux other Conſequence was, that they were 
compell'd to ſeek out for more diſtant Habita- 
tions; and accordingly they detach'd Colonies 
into ſo many Quarters, that in travelling through 
England one ſeldom goes far without finding 
ſome Town or Village which takes its Name 
from them. Ham- ſted and Totten-ham lie 10 
near this great Metropolis, that they may ſerve 
to give my Fellow Citizens a compleat Notion 
of the whole Matter. But as if this were not 

= 1 enough 
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enough, they have alſo had the Honour to com- 
municate their Names to feyeral Counties; for 
Inftance, to  North-ham-ton-ſhire, Bucting- 
ham. ſbire, Notting-ham-ſhire, and Dur-ham. 
And which is ſtill more remarkable, one of 
them, who had not his Name diſtinguiſnh'd from 
the reſt of his Relations for nothing, but well 
knew what he did, and might be truſted on 
any Ground in Great Britain, croſs'd the 
Tweed, and ſettling not very far on the other 
Side of it, left his Name to the Bailiwick of 
il 0 Lin 4 * 
Tux Caſe being thus, a juſt and full Trea - 
tiſe cannot well be expected from me on ſo co- 
pious a Subject; and it will anſwer the Height 
_ of my Ambition, if by the Hints I ſhall give 
in this Eſſay, ſome abler Pen may be engaged to 
finiſh what remains to be ſaid upon it. 


To begin then, I ſhall humbly hope for Par- 
don, if I do not enlarge on the preſent Head 
of the Family, nor attempt, what far exceeds 

my Abilicies, to do Juſtice to ſo great and illuſ- 
trious a Character. Neither will it become me 
to add my weak Praiſes to another eminent 
Branch, whoſe Anceſtor loſt his Life in valiant- 
ly defending his Country againſt the Norman 
Invader. Much leſs ſhall T preſume. to decide 
the "Controverſy in a more Northern Clime, 
but ſhall gladly leave it to the Determination 
of better Judges, whether it were the more an- 
r IF cient 
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_ Cuſtom to put the diſtinguiſhing Part before 
er the original Name. 


| 7 5 
| 7 the reſt, I ſhall range ſuch Nam 28 | 


have more eſpecially fallen under my Obſerva- 
tion, in a Method ſomewhat like that which is 
uſed by the learned Mr. Camden, only I ſhall 
ſeldom give more than two or three Inſtances 
under each Head, as being ſenſible that an Au- 
thor cannot paſs a more agreeable Compliment 
on his Reader, than by making Yay, and 
leaving Room for him to add lome ng: or 


veries of his own, 


Ab firſt, ſome of the Hams were defiroud 


to be known from the reſt of their Kindred, by * 


prefixing their Chriſtian Names to that of their 
Family. Of this kind Markham is a clear In- 
ſtance, Robotham 1s an eaſy Corruption from 
Robert Ham; and it was an ingenious Conjee- 
ture of him, who would have Needham to be 


quaſi Ned Ham, though it will appear by-and- + 


by, that I do not give into that Opinion. With 


much greater Probability I am willing to allow, 


that the Beckhams and Bethams were at firſt ſo 
call'd from the abbreviated Chriſtian Names of 
their Amr I Rebecca . 2 


beth. \ 1 * 4 
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.Opicuns choſe 10 tige to hit 1 : 
Memorial of their Trades or Offices; whence : 
you have the Names Feltham and Hhetham, 


the former deſcended from an eminent Dealer in 


Hate, and the latter from a Gentleman's Butler; 
C2 r 
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-who' raiſed a conſiderable Fortune by his Salary 
and Perquiſites. To prevent my good Readers 
as far as I can, from falling into the leaſt Miſ- 
take, I muſt inform them, that this Appellation 
aroſe from the due Care that was taken of the 
Knives, not from any Miſapplication or Embez- 
zlement of good Liquor in Mornings Draughts; 
that fort of Mhetting not being then info much 
Uſſe, or at leaſt not being known by that Name. 
Under this Head, is comprehended the Family 
of the Kir thams, who are always to be rank d 
among the Sons of the Clergy; and as their 
very Name im ports, that they were in being be- 
fore the Celibacy of that Order was univerſally 
eſtabliſh?d amongſt us, they muſt by neceſſary 
Conſequence have been more ancient than the 
Days of St. Dunſtan, I am farther to obſerve 
upon this Occaſion, that Mr. Camden makes no 
Difficulty of accounting for the Names of ſeve- 
ral Families deſcended from Eccleſiaſticks, ſuch 
as Biſhop, Abbot, Monk, and others; and here- 
in Dr. Fuller entirely agrees with him, but for 
the Sirname of Pope in England, ſays the Doc- 
tor, it is ſuch a Tranſcendent, I cannot reach it 
with my Conjectute. In Conformity with this 
Author's Modeſty, I do alſo here freely acknow- 
- ledge, that I can no more gueſs, how we came 
by the Name of Popham, than I can how the 
Nut in a Leg of Mutton came to be call'd the 
Pope s Eye. This however may be ſaid as to 
the latter Point, that though I know not how 
it happens, we paſs a much higher Compliment 
en fhat Part than our Neighbours do, for the 


(9s) 

Spaniards only call it O7 del Obi ſpo, and the 

Jtalians themſelves carry it no higher than 
Occhio di Cardinale; how our good Friends the 
Freuch came after all this to affront it by the 
ſcandalous Name of Oeuil de Judas, it may 
concern- the Ganfluapiapers of chat Nation to 
explain, il 


Bur to return: Some of our Family had their 
Name lengthen'd by the Addition of ſome 
good Quality of the Mind, as. W iſbam and 
Witham ; and others, from bad ones, of which, to 
prevent Offence, I ſhall give no Inſtances, though 
perchance they might be at firſt as cauſleſly 
impos'd, as they have been ſince. yndeſervedly” 
continued. 


AGAIN, * of them have been nam'd from 
the Dimenſions of their Bodies, as Higham, 
Langham, Groſham, and Latham; ſome from 
Pos of the Body, as Backham and Brecham ; 
and others from Colours of their Complexions 
or Joqrments, as Greenham and Denen 


OTHERs in reſpect of their Age have receiy d 
Names, as Babeham and Oldham, or according 
to the German Dialect, Altham. Thus you 

ſhould have one Mother calling her eldeſt Son 
Coclerbam, and another entitling her youngeſt 

Dillingham. Some have been denominated 
from Places in or aboutthe Houſe, as Kiteben- 
ham, Barnham, Welbam.; and ſome: from the 
N ature of the Land where they dwell, as 

( Marian 


- X29) | 
Marſham and' Bevthans Some from the Namen 
| of Trees, as Oakham and Bercham : Some from 
Herbs, as Betenbam; and ſome from Fruits, 
| as the never-to-be-forgotten Peacham. 


Rivazs alſo have impos d Names on thoſe 
who received near them either their Birth, as 
Trentham and Exham ; or their Education, as 
Grantham and Iſbam. Some, not content with 
what was to be found above Ground, have 
ſought deeper, and drawn their Names from 
Metals, ſuch as Tinham, Puterham, and Go!- 
dingham. "Tis moſt probable that this laſt cal- 
led himſelf fo from his Wealth; but the moſt 
remarkable and commendable Perſon that ever 
did the ſame, was he who firſt took upon him 


World, that he thought himfelf to have enough. 
His Example has not been mach followed, no, 
not by his own Deſcendents. It would ſound 
_ oddly, if the Thing were not notoriouſly true, 


lo chat the Fulbams and the Needbams are very 


near akin; But it ſeems, within a Generation 
or two there aroſe another F utham, who having 
many Children, or, as he choſe to expreſs him- 
ſelf, a hard Family, and growing diſtruſtful 
that they would not all be ſufficiently provi- 
| ded for, cauſed his youngeſt Son to take upon 
him the — 9G of Needham, in like manner as 
King ye his F tn, 40 Son the 
Name of of Detlef The roved fruit- 


| 1 in both Inſtances ; ; ; fr as Je Lackland 
aſcended 
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the Name of Fulham, thereby declaring to the | 


(1 
aſcended the Throne, and tranſmitted it to his 
Poſterity, ſo this Needham was the Founder of 
a flouriſhing Stock, which has never fail'd of 
producing very eminent Branches. I am ſorry 
that I find myſelf. forced to except one Perſon © 
of the Family, a certain Matron, too well 
known within the Bills of Mortality, who has, 
a5 far as in her lay, diſgraced her Name, by 
entering upon a Profeffion not altogether” ſo 
reputable, and which renders her obnoxious to 
the Cogniſance of the e and We or- 
rection of the Law.” 


By what has wks: kid. kit: the * 
Article may, in ſome meaſure, appear the Un- 
certainty, not to ſay the Vanity, of Omens. 
and Prognoſtications. But how little ſoever L 
am addicted to Superſtitions of that fort, 1 
cannot forbear obſerving, that there ſeems to 
have been ſomething ominous in ſome of che 
Names we are now treating of. It is, for In- 
ſtance, very remarkable, that the Nation 
ſhould be thrown into the Flames of a de- 
ſtructive Civil War by Sir John Hut. ham, and 
that Jane Men- bam ſhould be accuſed of ha- 
ving unnatural Tears, and ſhould thereup- 
on be convicted by a Her#fordſhire Jury of 
85 wich the Devil in the 25215 * 2. 

at. ; 


Ir muſt by no Means be omitted, n ſere- 
ral of the Hams have ind themſelves 


oy 


* (612) | 
by prefixing the Name of ſome Beaſt, or of 
ome Part of a; Beaſt, though ?tis true they 
have not all done it with equal Propriety. I 
entirely approve of Borebam, Bekynham, F lyc- 
ham, and Hokkeham, becauſe they carry with 
them aRelatiori to the Creature from which the 
ſimple: Name of the Family is derived. But for 
Orenbam and Derbam, ſpeak the moſt tenderly 
of them, they are indeed very catechreſtical ; for 
who ever heard of a Ham of Beef, or a Gam- 
mon of Veniſon? And I cannot but own, that 
theſe ill compounded Names put me in mind of 
the ill-match'd Signs which we ſee in every 
Street; and with an Account of which the 
Publick was ſome Vears ſince agreeably enter- 

tain'd by one of the fineſt Pens of the Age. 
Tuts Impropriety was ſo particularly ob- 
ſerved: in the Name of Gotham, that it gave 
Rife to an ill. natur'd Proverb on an honeſt 
Village of that Name in the County of Notting- 
ham. I know Dr. Fuller has taken laudable 
Pains to aequit this Place of the Imputation 

which was intended to be fixed upon it by this 
wonical ' Saying. He owns that an hundred 
Fopperies are feigned and father'd on the 
Townfolk of Gotham; but adds, that Men 
in all Ages have made themſelves merry with 
ſingling out ſome Place for the like Purpoſe. He 
tells us, That Gotham doth breed as wiſe 
„ People as any which cauſleſly laugh at 


their Simplicity. And, to put the Matter 
N 8 5 out 


( 


out of Diſpute, he obſerves, © that as Beotia 


« produced a Plutarch, and Batavia an Eraſ= 


« mus, ſo has this Town yielded a William de 
& Gotham, ſome time Head of an Houſe in one 
of our Univerſities, and as grave a Governor 
cc as any of his Brethren, | 


To all this I heartily aſſent ; but ſtill the 
awkard Compoſition of the Name fticks with 
me, and *tis a Point J cannot eaſily get over. 
To ſpeak my Mind freely, I have ſo good an 
Opinion of the Doctor's Wit, that I am con- 
fident, were he now living, he would not be 
diſpleaſed with being told, that to aſcribe the 
Joint of a Hog to a Goat is a Bull. Aſter 
all, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that this Ca- 
price was far more tolerable than the Fancy _ 
of thoſe Gentlemen who adapted Names from 
Birds, as Fincham, and Henham; or from. 
re iſhes and Inſects, as //hiringham and Grub. 

am. | 


By this imperfe& Account the Reader may 
concei ve the prodigious Extenſiveneſs of the 
Name of Ham, and may well wonder that 
they never join'd their Forces, in order to 
promote ſome great Family-Intereſt, as ſome 
of much leſs Bottom have done. My moſt 
diligent Searches have not been able to diſcover 
that they have hitherto made any Attempt of 
this kind, ſave only an abortive Project of 
clearing up their Relation to William of * i- 
1 D am. 
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ham, My Author does not tell us when or 


where the Meeting was held, for concerting this 


Deſign, but obſerves that it was a numerous Aſ- 


ſembly, and that the Debate began upon a 


noted Paſſage in the Earl of Clartudons Cha- 
racer of a great Man, Who, ſays the Au- 
* thor, though nobly born, had been a Fellow 
* of New College in Oxford, to which he 
e claim'd a Right by the Alliance he pretend- 


Fe ed to have from William of Wickham the 


“Founder; which he made good by a far- 


e fetch'd Pedigree, through ſo many hun- 
“ dred Years, half the Time whereof extin- 


“ gniſhes all Relation of Kindred. Hows» 
ever, upon that Pretence, that College hath 


been ſeldom without one of that Lord's Fa- 


„ mily.” 4 


— AcainsT this Account the whole Company 
' unanimouſly exclaim'd. It was faid that the 
noble Author had gone out of his Way in de- 
termining upon a Point which did not lie be- 
fore him, the Rights and Claims of the Rela- 
tions of his moſt worthy Predeceſſor. It was 
faid that the Account was inconſiſtent with it- 
ſelf; for how can an Alliance be ſaid to be 
wade good which is only pretended, and when 
all Relation of Kindred is extinguiſh*d? It was 
was obſer vd that this Pedigree was not fetch'd 
through many hundred Tears, for as much as 


the Perfon who produc'd it was a Member of 


New-Gollege within two hundred Years 1 
JJ ͤ „cr the 


e 
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the Founder's Death, and that if Haff that 
Time extinguiſbes all Relation of Kindred, it 
may eaſily happen that there ſhall be no Rela- 
tion of Kindred between Perſons deſcended 
from the fame Great-Grandfather, though they 
are always called ſecond Couſins, and are 
commonly reckon'd by the Vulgar to be with 
in the prohibited Degrees of Marriage. Some 
were of Opinion, that without entering into 
too critical an Examination of the Hiſtorian's 
Expreſſions, a Perſon might be proy'd to be 
Heir at Law to one who has been dead many 
hundred Years, and that it would be a wonder- 
fu] Curioſity for a Man to be his Heir to whom 
he was not related in any Degree of Kindred ; 
nay, ſome carried the Point much farther, all 
ledging, that upon a moderate Computation hard- 
ly any two Men in England were at a greater 
Diftance from each other than the fourteenth 
Degree of Confanguinity ; that a Man's lineal 
Anceſtors of the fourteenth Aſcent (ſuppoſing 
no Coincedence amongft them) amount to 
16384 ; that allowing each of theſe, one with 
another, to haye three Brothers or Siſters, and 


every one of the four, one with another, to 


have four Children, and fo down, the Sum 
Total would be allow'd to exceed the Number 
of Inhabitants; nor need we be to ſeek for 
Names, by which to expreſs theſe dif- 
ferent Relations, ſince the Terms of Thirteenth 
or Fourteenth Couſins would be as diſtin, and 

| D * . conyey 
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convey as certain Ideas to the Mind as thoſe | 
e Fuſt or Second Couſins. 


Bur this Way of Wa though it could 
not be contradicted, was generally diſlik d, as 
not anſwering the End in View by proving 
too much; ſince, if this Doctrine prevailed, in 
a few more Generations all the World would 

become Founders Kinſmen. It was therefore 
agreed, that for the preſent they ſhould, one 
and all, contribute their utmoſt Efforts towards 

clearing up their own and each other's Pedi- 
grees; ſome of which, upon Inſpection, ap- 
pear'd not to haye been. preſery'd with . the ni- 
ceſt Care, and others were found to be lamen- 
tably defective. And it was farther directed, 
that till more Light could be ſtruck out upon 

the Subject, they ſhould ſeverally cultivate 
ſuch Acquaintance as were moſt likely to aſſiſt 
them in the effectual Proſecution of the Affair; 
more particularly, that they ſhould let flip no 
favourable Opportunity of inſiſting upon their 

Claim to be included in the Health Wictamicis 

& Wickhamicabus. 


Tus being reſoly'd,. a Queſtion was acciden- 
tally ſtarted, whether it might not be worth 
while to begin the Attempt upon W/adham- 

College; which being a more modern Founda- | 
tion, might admit of a Claim leſs liable to Ex- 
ception than in the former Caſe. But it was 


| anſwer'd, as before, that till the Candidate 


could | 


2 3 " WF 


(Ez. 7 
could procure a very clear Pedigree, or were 
himſelf i ſtructed how to obviate all the ſeem- 
ing Difficulties in one not altogether ſo clear, 
it would be ad viſeable not to meddle; that it 
was no Reflection on the Viſitors of Academical 
Societies, to ſuppoſe that they may not have 
greatly turn'd their Thoughts to Genealog7; 
and that though it be common enough, in Caſes 

of Appeal or Devolution, to have the Opinions 

of learned Civilians and Canoniſts, yet it has 

not been ſo uſual upon theſe Occaſions to ap- 

ply to the Heralds-Office, and to call in the 
Aſſiſtance of Garter and Norroy for the Deter= 
mination of the Controverſy. . 


I conclude all by obſerving, with the great 
Clarenceux, whom I have already mention d 
more than once in this Treatiſe, that man 
Names of famous Perſons among the Greeks * | 
and Romans were deduc'd from as mean Origi- 
nals, as any that have been ſpecified by him or 
me; of which he has given Plenty of Inſtances 
under moſt of the Articles he has touch'd up- 
on. More particularly to our preſent Pur- 
poſe, why are not Boar and Hog as good 
Names as Porcius, Aber, Aprons, and Chæ- 
rilus? and, by Parity of Reaſon, why is not 
Ham a Name altogether as reputable as Pop- 
licola; from Poples, or Ignatius, amd Tis iywas? I 
may reaſonably expect Thanks from the Fathers 
of the Soceity for this laſt Hint, at leaſt it is no 
| | | | Argument 
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